ENG 4300-003: Romance & Reality: The Textuality of Love by Beebe, R L
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Fall 2002 2002
Fall 8-15-2002
ENG 4300-003: Romance & Reality: The
Textuality of Love
R L. Beebe
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2002
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2002 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 2002 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Beebe, R L., "ENG 4300-003: Romance & Reality: The Textuality of Love" (2002). Fall 2002. 127.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2002/127
.. 
English 4300 Senior Seminar - Fall 2002 
Romance & Reality: The Textuality of Love 
Prof. R. L. Beebe 
3841 Coleman Hall 
581-5013 
email: rlbeebe@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: 
Monday: 9-11 :00 
Wed. 10-11 :00 
& by appointment 
http://www.eiu.edu/-literary/4300/ 
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice 
Bronte, Emily. Wuthering Heights. 
Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. 
Hall, Radclyffe. The Well of Loneliness 
Stoker, Bram. Dracula 
• Byatt, A S., Possession 
Selected other Readings (online) 
Course Description. In this seminar, we will survey the romance tradition as it has been shaped, 
celebrated, and satirized through its various literary forms. The primary focus of our discussion will be on 
portrayals of love (from conventional to subversive) as we examine how these texts present desire-how 
they idealize and lament love; how they construct and critique wish fulfillment and human limitation. We 
will also consider the relationship between the reading process itself and romance strategies to subvert 
and circumvent reality. In other words, how does our love of reading (as escape, fantasy, or the "willing 
suspension of disbelief') participate in or prefigure the stories of love and our responses to them? To 
what extent do these texts seduce us away from reality or better enable us to resist the charms of 
romance? 
That this is a senior seminar means that we will devote much of our discussion to some of the larger 
issues involved in literary study-as a means to help you reflect upon your career as an English major 
and to make connections among the various courses you have taken. The "seminar" format will also 
demand your active participation in our discussions. 
Requirements 
• 4 Critical Papers (4-6 pp.) 
• 1 Final Paper (8-10 pp.) 
• Short Response Papers 
• In-Class Presentation 
• Participation 
40% (10% each) 
20% 
15% 
10% 
15% 
Grading Scale: A= 90-100% B = 80-89.99% C = 70-79.99% D = 60-69.99% F =Below 60% 
Response Papers. When we begin a new text, I will usually assign a brief response paper for you to 
write and to be prepared to read (or parts of it) to the class. These papers will vary in what they ask you 
to do, but they are intended to be brief-1 to 2 pages at the most-and to answer a very specific question 
about the text. More on this later. 
In-Class Presentations. Each of you will prepare a presentation for the class, based on the response 
papers. The presentation itself should last about five to ten minutes. However, you will also be 
responsible for leading the discussion that day, so you will need to prepare follow-up discussion points. 
You may even want to prepare a handout so that the class can better appreciate your ideas. 
Attendance Policy. You need to be in class all the time .. I generally allow up to three absences, whether 
excused or unexcused. Each absence after that will lower your final grade one full grade (if your , 
calculatedfinaLgrade is a B, for instance, and you have four absences, you will receive a C for the 
course). Seven or more absences will resultin an automatic failing grade. 
Late Papers, Papers are due on the dates indicated. Papers turned in after the due date will be 
penalized one-third of a grade for each calendar day they are late-unless you have already made 
arrangements with me prior to the due date. Although I encourage you to tum in your paper in class, you 
have until 4:30 p.m. on the due date to hand in your paper (either to me in my office or in my mailbox, 308 
Coleman). 
Plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense and the University. If you're caught cheating, you will 
receive an F for the paper and you may even receive an F for the course. The University may take other 
action. If you have any questions at all about the use of sources and the ideas of others, please see me 
before you turn in your work. 
Students with Disabilities. If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon 
as possible. 
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English 4300 
Fall 2002 
Reading Schedule (subject to change> 
Aug 26 Intro to Course 
28 J. Hillis Miller, "Narrative" (handout) 
30 Keats, The Eve of St. Agnes (online) 
Sept 2 -NoClass-
4 The Eve of St. Agnes 
6 The Eve of St. Agnes 
9 The Eve of St. Agnes (Paper Due) 
11 Pride & Prejudice 
13 Pride & Prejudice 
16 Pride & Prejudice 
28 Pride & Prejudice 
20 Pride & Prejudice (Paper Due) 
23 Jane Eyre 
25 Jane Eyre 
27 Jane Eyre 
30 Jane Eyre 
Oct 2 Well of Loneliness 
4 Well of Loneliness 
7 Well of Loneliness 
9 Well of Loneliness 
11 Film 
14 Film 
16 Film 
18 *!Na crass-' 
21 Jane Eyre I Well of Loneliness Papers 
23 Wuthering Heights 
25 Wuthering Heights 
28 Wuthering Heights 
30 Wuthering Heights 
Nov 1 Dracula 
4 Dracula 
6 Dracula 
8 Dracula (Final Paper Topics Due) 
11 Wuthering Heights I Dracula Papers 
13 Film 
15 Film 
18 Film 
20 Possession 
22 Possession 
Nov. 25-29 Thanksgiving Recess 
Dec 2 
4 
6 
Possession 
Possession 
Final Paper Presentations 
9 Final Paper Presentations 
11 Final Paper Presentations 
13 Final Paper Presentations 
